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of the great influences throughout the Catholic world. In
Spain, the Papal nuncio is not only the personal envoy of
the Holy See, but at the Vatican the Papal nuncio of Spain
is the dean of all His Holiness the Pope's personal envoys
abroad. By church protocol, he is the only man allowed to
walk beside His Holiness the Pope, has prerogatives and
authorities dating back to the earliest days.
Ambassador Weddell made my appointment to se'e the
nuncio, and I visited him at the palace the next day.
Overlooking a shaded plaza in the old section of Madrid,
the ancient palace was bright in its solemn grandeur that
morning. A warm sun shone through its magnificent win-
dows, brought life to its galleries and halls. The great
apartments of the nuncio are on the second floor, facing the
trees in the park below. To reach his apartments, I mounted
a succession of long, low stairs ; I seemed to walk on and on
for half a block. At the top, on a landing, the escorts stood,
solemn, kindly looking men in their robes of office. We
entered the nuncio's apartments. I was escorted through
room after room, each hung with glorious tapestries or a
treasure of the old masters. In one room, heavy crystal
chandeliers and wall brackets ; in another, great Renais-
sance tables and a magnificent clock. Quiet, you could hear
each step on the marble floor.
The Papal nuncio was waiting for me alone in the last
room we entered, standing in the doorway, smiling and
extending his hand. The escort bowed and closed the
door.
The nuncio asked me to speak slowly. " My English is
a little unreliable," he said* We talked of time and what,
unchecked, time would do to Europe. We talked of the
Catholic church and its vast problem in this violent world.
We talked of the Catholic church in the United States, its
place in Spain, and what it faced in policy through the
areas of the war as a whole. We talked of Hitler,
We talked of Catholic countries, literally Catholic
countries because of the predominance of the Catholic
church in each, having every kind of government repre-
sented among them. These differences were ancient, and
the Catholic church had existed on the age-old principle that
every nation contains its own qualities of government, some